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EarLy TOURISM

Arcadia Publishing is pleased to present Early Tourism in
Western North Carolina by Stephen C. Compton. As part of the
Images of America series, the title is a collection in-depth text and
200 vintage images which aim to expand audiences’ view of the Western North Carolina mountain region.

The Industrial Revolution promoted much of the agrarian society to relocate to cities. However, the stress

of urban life caused many habitants to plan vacations to quiet, rural areas. Whether by train or automobile,
people began to flock to the mountain region of Western North Carolina. Through photographs, vintage
postcards and other classic pieces of memorabilia, Early Tourism in Western North Carolina narrates the
history of Western North Carolina’s tourist industry by highlighting:

e The gorgeous waterfalls, vast mountain ranges, and abundant wildlife that characterizes the outstanding
landscape of Western North Carolina.

¢ Mount Mitchell, the largest mountain peak east of the Mississippi River, which was promoted as the
“Land of the Sky.”

e The Blue Ridge Parkway that plows through the area’s brilliant scenery while transporting tourists to
various inns, lodges, hotels, campgrounds, and restaurants.

e Other great sites of the Western North Carolina region, such as the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, Grandfather Mountain, Blowing Rock, Asheville, Chimney Rock, the Biltmore Estate, and the
Cherokee Indian Reservation.

Author Stephen C. Compton is an eight generation North Carolinian and an avid collector of North Carolina
pottery, handicrafts, folk art, photography, and ephemera.
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Please contact me at ssanangelo@arcadiapublishing.com if you would like to receive a review copy,
promotional copies to give away, or contact the author for interviews.




